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Puducherry: Sidelined
AIADMK leader T T V Dhinaka-
ran on Saturday demanded that
the President intervene in Tamil
Nadu as an “extraordinary situa-
tion” is prevailing in the state.
Dhinakaran, who is involved in a
power tussle with chief minister
K Palaniswami, met the MLAs
loyal to him who have been stay-
ing here for nearly two weeks. 

After the meeting, he said the
legislators had not been herded
and asserted that they were stay-
ing here on their own volition.
Dhinakaran told reporters that
an “extraordinary situation”
was prevailing in Tamil Nadu. 

“President Ram Nath Kovind
and the governor should inter-
vene in this extraordinary situa-
tion. We will wait for two more
days and then decide next course
of action,” the party’s deputy
general secretary said. 

He had come here to hold dis-
cussions with his camp legisla-
tors, he added. 

The DMK, Congress and Left
parties had met Kovind on Au-
gust 31, demanding a floor test for
the incumbent Palaniswami gov-
ernment in the Tamil Nadu as-
sembly. They had earlier
knocked on Rao’s doors with a
similar plea. PTI

President should
intervene in TN:

Dhinakaran

Patel is a seasoned Madhya
Pradesh leader and Lok
Sabha member. Joshi, Ka-

randlaje and Angadi are Lok
Sabha MPs from poll-bound
Karnataka. Singh and Verma
are MPs from Baghpat in UP
and West Delhi and come from
politically influential Jat com-
munity. Thakur is son of for-
mer Himachal Pradesh chief
minister Prem Kumar Dhu-
mal and an MP from the state.

Sarma, a leader from As-
sam who has played a key role
in BJP’s expansion in the
northeast, is presently not a
member of Parliament. Girri
represents East Delhi in the
Lok Sabha while Choubey is
an MP from Bihar. A party
leader said the Prime Minister
may spring a surprise with his
choice of new faces and minis-
ters in key portfolio like de-
fence.

While carrying out the re-
shuffle, Modi is also likely to
keep an eye on upcoming state
elections in Himachal Pra-
desh, Gujarat and Karnataka

and his party’s re-election bid
in 2019. Union ministers —
Kalraj Mishra, Bandaru Dat-
tatreya, Rajiv Pratap Rudy,
Sanjiv Kumar Balyan, Faggan
Singh Kulaste and Mahendra
Nath Pandey — had resigned
on Friday ahead of the reshuf-
fle. Uma Bharti, too, had of-
fered to resign but her fate re-
mains in a balance amid spec-
ulation that there may be a few
more exits. 

Internal troubles in the
AIADMK, which has been hit
by a rebellion led by T T V Dhi-
nakaran, can prove to be a
stumbling block in its joining
the government. AIADMK

leader Thambidurai, who met
Shah on Friday, might be a
likely representative from the
party along with P Venugopal
and V Maitreyan if it decides
to join the government. How-
ever, the southern party has
not said anything so far.

Shiv Sena, the BJP ally in
Maharashtra, has also spoken
on similar lines with its chief
Uddhav Thackeray saying he
has received no information
from the BJP. “I have got news
about the Cabinet expansion
only from media. I have not en-
quired about it (from the cen-
tral BJP leadership). I have
neither received any commu-
nication from anybody nor are
we hungry for power,” Thacke-
ray told reporters in Mumbai.

After assuming office in
May 2014, Modi expanded his
council of ministers twice —
first on November 9, 2014 and
then on July 5, 2016. 

“A process has been set in
motion for the swearing-in cer-
emony at Rashtrapati Bhavan
at around 10 am on Sunday,” a
top government official had
said on Friday. Shah had met

Modi on Friday and the two
leaders are understood to have
finalized the changes in the
council of ministers.

Road transport and high-
ways minister Gadkari, seen
as one of the more capable
ministers, can be given more
responsibility. Railway minis-
ter Prabhu, who had taken
moral responsibility for a
string of train accidents and
indicated his willingness to re-
sign, may be moved to another
key ministry, party sources
said.

Other incumbents, includ-
ing steel minister Birender
Singh, may be moved to other
ministries. Power minister Pi-
yush Goyal, petroleum minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan and
telecom minister Manoj Sinha
are seen among the “good per-
formers” in the government, a
party leader said, adding that
some of them can be elevated.

The resignation of Mano-
har Parrikar and M Venkaiah
Naidu from the Union Cabinet
and the demise of Anil Dave
had created three vacancies in
the cabinet. 

Names of Prabhu, Gadkari
for def min doing rounds 

�Continued from Page 1

Sources said railway minister
Suresh Prabhu may be moved to
another ministry

Srinagar: A Lashkar-e-Toi-
ba (LeT) militant, involved in
the killing of Lt Umar Fayaz
in May, was on Saturday
gunned down in an encounter
with security forces in Kul-
gam district of south Kash-
mir, a police official said.

A joint team of the police
and Army laid a trap for Ish-
faq Ahmad Padder in Tantray
Pora village. The militant
was shot dead after he opened
fire while trying to escape, the
spokesman said.

The spokesman said Pad-
der was involved in the brutal
killing of 22-year-old Lt Fayaz
in Shopian. The newly-com-
missioned officer was ab-
ducted and killed by LeT mili-
tants in May, when he was at-
tending a wedding of a rela-
tive. 

Padder was also involved
in robberies at the J-K Bank
and Ellaquai Dehati Bank, be-
sides a firing incident at the
Yaripora police station, he
said. One AK-47 rifle, two
magazines, 42 rounds and a
pouch was seized from the
slain militant. PTI

Militant with
hand in Umar
Fayaz killing 

gunned down New Delhi: The government
has waived late payment fees
for delayed filing of GST re-
turns and allowed businesses
to correct errors in the initial
form while submitting final re-
turns by September 5. 

Businesses were required
to file the maiden Goods and
Services Tax (GST) returns for
July and pay taxes by August 25
by filing GSTR 3B. The final re-
turns for sales for July are to be
filed by September 5 and re-
turns for purchases by Septem-
ber 10.

In a circular, the finance mi-
nistry said late fee for all taxpa-
yers who could not file GSTR
3B for July has been waived,
but not the interest on late pay-
ment of dues.

As per the CGST and SGST
Acts, an interest at the rate of 18
per cent will be levied for delay-
ed payment of tax. “Since the
payment was not made on or
before the due date, the registe-
red person shall be liable for pa-
yment of interest on delayed
payment of tax starting from
August 26, till the date of debit
in the electronic cash and/or
credit ledger, but will not be li-

able to pay late fee,” the CBEC
said.

The GST law provided for a
nominal fee of Rs 100 per day on
Central GST and an equivalent
amount on State GST in case of
late filing of returns and pay-
ment of taxes. The Central Bo-
ard of Excise and Customs
(CBEC) also provided for cor-
rection of erroneous details
furnished in form GSTR-3B. PTI

Centre waives late fee on
delayed filing of GST returns

New Delhi: Adding an erudite
touch to train journeys, the rail-
ways ministry is looking at a
proposal to rename trains after
famous literary works, referen-
cing not just their authors but
the region they come from.

Passengers travelling to
West Bengal could soon board a
train named after a novel by
Mahashweta Devi and a train
ride to Bihar could reference a
work by Ramdhari Singh Din-
kar, said a senior official.

The ministry, he said, was
creating a bank of award win-
ning literary works from
across the country to christen
trains across railway zones.
“The idea came from Union mi-
nister Suresh Prabhu who said
the railways is a secular integ-
rating factor and the names of
the trains can be used to show-
case varied cultural identities.
So we will name trains on the
works of the authors across
languages and across regions,”
said the official. 

Officials working on the da-
tabase said preliminary work
has already begun with a list of
Sahitya Academy winning
works being shortlisted. “The
minister feels that in India the-

re are regional aspirations and
regional affiliations that gene-
rate a lot of interest. It is an in-
novative way to commemorate
these achievements,” said the
official. The decision to rename
and name trains lies with the
ministry. However, it needs to
take permission for renaming
stations. 

Some trains already had
that literary touch. The Godan
Express, for instance, which
runs from Mumbai to UP is na-
med after Munshi Prem-
chand’s acclaimed work. There
is also Kaifiyat Express, named
after Urdu poet Kaifi Azmi,
which goes from his home town
Azamgarh in UP to Delhi. PTI

Rlys to rename trains after
famous literary works

äDecision to rename and name 
trains lies with the ministry

ä Trains will be named after 
the works of the authors 
across languages and regions

ä Preliminary work has 
already begun with the list of 
Sahitya Academy winning 
works being shortlisted

ä Train to West Bengal could 
be named after a novel by 
Mahashweta Devi 

ä Train ride to Bihar could 
refer to a work by Ramdhari 
Singh Dinkar

ä Several trains, stations, rail 
circuits and schemes were 
changed by the NDA government 

INNOVATIVE IDEA

Darjeeling: A massive search
operation was launched on Sa-
turday in Darjeeling hills and
adjoining areas for GJM
supremo Bimal Gu-
rung, even as the indefi-
nite shutdown entered
its 80th day. 

The police had on
Friday issued a lookout
notice against the GJM chief
for his alleged involvement in
various cases, including a
bomb blast in Kalimpong poli-
ce station in which a civic vo-
lunteer was killed.

The bandh continued after
Gurung revoked party conve-
nor Binay Tamang’s decision of

suspending it till Sep-
tember 12, when the
next round of dialo-
gue with the state go-
vernment is schedu-
led.

The GJM chief
had also expelled Tamang on
the charge of “violating the
party line and indulging in an-
ti-party activities”. Tamang on
Saturday lashed out at Gurung
and party general secretary

Roshan Giri. “I do not need to
take lessons from them. I am a
son of the soil and am fighting
for the interests of my Gorkha
brothers. I want to ask Gurung
and Giri, if they are so concer-
ned about fighting for Gorkha-
land, why did they send their fa-
milies abroad so that they can
be safe?” he asked. 

Meanwhile, chairman of
Kurseong municipality, Krish-
na Limbu was arrested on Sa-
turday for his alleged involve-
ment in arson and violence in
the hills in June this year. PTI

Gorkha agitation continues;
cops launch hunt for Gurung

New Delhi: The government is monitoring implementation of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) regularly and teething issues are
being resolved immediately, minister of state for finance Arjun
Ram Meghwal said on Saturday. Some technical issues with
regard to tax payment have come to light and GST Network was
directed to resolve them, he added. According to the minister, a
team of 180 officials and 30 ministers is on the job. PTI

Govt monitoring GST implementation: Minister
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